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PUBLIC DEBT PER FAMILY 
aT HE Federal public debt per family has shown an 





increase of $73 per family from June to October of 

this year. In spite of this increase, Federal pub- 
lic debt per family is $1, 495 below the peak reached in 
1945. 


On page 462 of this report is shown the average State 
debt per family in 1956 in comparison with 1955. In 30 
of the States the debt per family increased. In 16 the 
decrease ranged from $1 to $14, and in 2 there was no 
change. Sharp increases in debt per family took place 
in Connecticut, $157; and in Illinois, $135. South 
Dakota has the lowest debt, $1 per family. 


The charts on the following pages show the average 
public debt per family in cities, exclusive of Federal 
and State debt. The preliminary average for 1957 of 
all cities shows a decrease of $40 per family during the 
past year. A revision of this preliminary figure will 
probably find it at aboutthe same level as the 1956 debt 
per family. 


The cities havinga public debtof more than $800 per 
family are Nashville, $1,233; New York City, $1, 141; 
Philadelphia, $994; Baltimore, $993; Miami, $917; 
Seattle, $866; Norfolk, $859; Kansas City, Mo., $846; 
Tulsa, $831; Jacksonville, $829; Wilmington, $816; 
and Tacoma, $800. In 1955, only 5 cities had a debt 
exceeding $800 per year. 





The cities having 
the lowest debt per fam- 
ily are Washington, D. 
C., $0; Salt Lake City, 
$24; Syracuse, $46; 
Fort Wayne, $63; Peo- 
ria, $69; Duluth, $74; 
and Canton, $79. 
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